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reason that people thought " the Indies 5? were
rich.
When a sea route between India and Europe was discovered it was possible to bring goods all the way by ship, and that made a great deal of difference in the things that could be carried. In the first place it is much easier to move goods on the water than on the land ; one horse, for instance, can pull more coal in a barge on a canal than many horses can pull in carts on the land. Then, too, the surface of the water does not wear out like the surface of the land and there is no road-repairing to pay for at sea. And so it happens that, for both these reasons, carriage by water is much cheaper than carriage by land. When the cost of carriage became so much smaller it was possible to bring the bulky things like wheat and timber, and sell them at a profit, and yet at prices which ordinary people could afford to pay.
How do the bulky things come to ys ? First of all they are mostly brought to us by steamships, and steamships are not affected very much by the wind belts. They can take the shortest routes and are not greatly hindered by the winds. And, secondly, the shortest routes from India all pass through the Red Sea and the Suez Canal There was no Suez Canal in the days when Vasco da Gama set sail from Portugal.
As water carriage is cheaper than land carriage it pays best to carry goods, as far as possible,